
 

SCIENTISTS have discovered that 
brown tree snakes in Guam have an 
unusual way of moving, which helps 
them to catch birds.

A team from Colorado State University 
and the University of Cincinnati found that 
the snakes use a move that’s been named 
lasso locomotion, which allows them to 
move and shimmy up large cylinders, like 
drain pipes, trees and power poles. The 
lasso-like body position helps them get to 
places other snakes can’t, which means 
they can find different prey, including 
endangered bird species. It is the first  
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THE Queen’s son, the Prince of Wales, 
launched a plan this week calling on big 
business to save the planet.

He wants organisati ons to sign up 
to his ten-point Terra Carta – or Earth 

Charter – which is inspired by 
Magna Carta.

You will probably have 
learned about Magna Carta at 
school. It set out the rights of 
people in England, and was 
agreed by King John more 
than 800 years ago in 1215. 
Prince Charles’ Terra Carta is 

about the rights of nature, and 
sets out a plan to bring the success
of businesses into harmony with 
nature, people and the planet over 
the next ten years.

Prince Charles, who is in line to be 
Britain’s next king, has a passion for
the planet and has campaigned on 
green issues for 50 years. He has had 
nearly 100 meeti ngs with businesses 
and supporters leading up to the
Terra Carta launch. 

This is the Prince of Wales’
message to First News readers:

MY EARTH CHARTER
PRINCE CHARLES CALLS ON BIG BUSINESS

TO SAVE THE PLANET
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by HRH Prince Charles

THE link between human health and the planet’s health has never 
been more clear.

As we start a new decade, it is 
ti me to focus on the future we 
wish to build and, indeed, leave 
for generati ons to come.

People have made incredible 
progress over the past century,

yet the cost of this progress has 
caused a lot of destructi on to the planet 

that sustains us.
We simply cannot keep going like this. To 

build a growing and sustainable future, it is 
criti cal that we speed up care for the planet so 
it is at the heart of everything businesses do.

To move forward, there must be a
central hub for this huge eff ort. To that
end, I am launching the Terra Carta as the 
basis of a recovery plan for nature, people
and planet.

I am making an urgent appeal to leaders 
from around the world to give their support 
to this Terra Carta. It is this which will 
decide whether or not our children and 
grandchildren look back on a series of 
broken promises, or instead see that there 
was a ti pping point when the world shift ed 
directi on for the recovery of the planet.
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1)  A surprise attack, by lying in wait in a concealed position 
(noun 6)
6)  Preying naturally on others (adjective 9)
8)  Scarcity; a state or situation in which something needed 
cannot be obtained in sufficient amounts (noun 8)

DOWN
2) To glide, or move with a swaying motion (verb 6)
3)  At risk of dying out (adjective 10)
4)  Study; investigation (noun 8)
5)  A length of rope with a noose at one end used by 
cowboys to catch cattle and horses (noun 5)
7)  An animal that is hunted and killed by another for food 
(noun 4)
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RESEARCHERS have captured rare footage of  
a jaguar hunting another predatory cat.

The footage, taken from a camera trap in Guatemala, shows a male 
jaguar waiting at a waterhole to ambush its prey. He ignores a 

large tapir that passes, but soon after attacks and carries 
off an ocelot. The footage was shot during a particularly 

dry spell and scientists are looking into whether there 
is a link between predator-on-predator attacks and a 
shortage in water supplies. The full research has been 
published in the journal Biotropica. 
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time movement 
like this has been 

recorded in snakes.
Since brown tree snakes were 

accidentally introduced to 
the island of Guam in the 
late 1940s, the population 
of forest birds has dropped 
steadily. It is hoped that this 
discovery will help people 
find new ways to protect 
endangered birds from  
the snakes.

The full report is published 
in Current Biology.



 

SCIENTISTS have discovered that 
brown tree snakes in Guam have an 
unusual way of moving, which helps 
them to catch birds.

A team from Colorado State University 
and the University of Cincinnati found that 
the snakes use a move that’s been named 
lasso locomotion, which allows them to 
move and shimmy up large cylinders, like 
drain pipes, trees and power poles. The 
lasso-like body position helps them get to 
places other snakes can’t, which means 
they can find different prey, including 
endangered bird species. It is the first  

5

8

6

7

4

1

3

2ACROSS
1)  A surprise attack, by lying in wait in a concealed position 
(noun 6)
6)  Preying naturally on others (adjective 9)
8)  Scarcity; a state or situation in which something needed 
cannot be obtained in sufficient amounts (noun 8)

DOWN
2) To glide, or move with a swaying motion (verb 6)
3)  At risk of dying out (adjective 10)
4)  Study; investigation (noun 8)
5)  A length of rope with a noose at one end used by 
cowboys to catch cattle and horses (noun 5)
7)  An animal that is hunted and killed by another for food 
(noun 4)

Bj
or

n 
La

rd
ne

r, 
U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

 G
eo

lo
gi

ca
l S

ur
ve

y

To
m

 S
ei

be
rt

, C
ol

or
ad

o 
St

at
e 

U
ni

ve
rs

itySNAKE 
SHIMMY

RESEARCHERS have captured rare footage of  
a jaguar hunting another predatory cat.

The footage, taken from a camera trap in Guatemala, shows a male 
jaguar waiting at a waterhole to ambush its prey. He ignores a 

large tapir that passes, but soon after attacks and carries 
off an ocelot. The footage was shot during a particularly 

dry spell and scientists are looking into whether there 
is a link between predator-on-predator attacks and a 
shortage in water supplies. The full research has been 
published in the journal Biotropica. 

BITESIZE NEWS

W
as

hi
ng

to
n 

St
at

e 
U

ni
ve

rs
ity

time movement 
like this has been 

recorded in snakes.
Since brown tree snakes were 

accidentally introduced to 
the island of Guam in the 
late 1940s, the population 
of forest birds has dropped 
steadily. It is hoped that this 
discovery will help people 
find new ways to protect 
endangered birds from  
the snakes.

The full report is published 
in Current Biology.

Read the stories from page 10 of First News. Read the stories and then try the puzzle.  
The answers to the clues are all words in the stories. Answer the clue and then underline the word.
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