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Read the stories from pages 2, 5 and 11 of First News and then try the puzzle.  
To help you, we have underlined the answers to the crossword puzzle clues in the story – but you will 
need to match the correct word with each clue! 
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ACROSS
4) A war (1899-1902) between Great Britain and republics —
the South African Republic and the Orange Free State (proper 
noun 4,3)
5) Used in telecommunications (to transmit data, voice and 
images), these are thin, flexible cords with a glass core through 
which light signals can be sent (adjective 5-5)
6) Units of data size (plural noun 8)
7) To begin with; at first (adverb 9)

DOWN
1) A reporter; a person who writes for newspapers, magazines 
or news websites, or prepares news to be broadcast (noun 10)
2) An inhalation or exhalation of air from the lungs (noun 6)
3) Knowledge and concern about an issue (noun 9)
4) A digital system used on the internet and in other forms of 
telecommunications (noun 9)
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The BioUltra train is being developed to replace dirty diesel 
engines, to help cut air polluti on and greenhouse gases. Diesel 
trains are set to be banned by the Government from 2040, so 
more green technologies are needed.

Beverley Nielsen, Chair of Ultra Light Rail Partners, the 
developers of the BioUltra train, told First News: “I’m really 
aware of how litt le ti me we have to tackle climate change 
and want to help make a real diff erence.”

The challenge Councillor Nielsen and her team of experts 
faced was how to fi nd a way to power trains that wouldn’t take 
too much energy to produce and wouldn’t pollute the world 
through carbon dioxide and other harmful emissions.

Cllr Nielsen explained: “Biomethane is very good as a 

soluti on. It’s produced from organic waste
– animal, human, crop, food – and by using it we prevent very 
harmful methane emissions, which are up to 34 ti mes more 
damaging as a greenhouse gas than carbon dioxide.” 

Only 3% of the 90 million tonnes of animal manure produced 
each year in the UK is processed. So there is no shortage of poo 
to make the biomethane. 

The plan is for the BioUltra train to run in urban and rural 
places, creati ng public transport that is clean, aff ordable and 
safe. And, with an eye on the coronavirus pandemic, Cllr 
Nielsen added: “We’ve also tried to make sure it will keep our 
passengers from getti  ng COVID or other viruses with a clever 
air fi ltrati on system.”

The new train is due to go into producti on over the
coming year.

by editor in chief Nicky Cox
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SCHOOLS are closed in England 
and exams have been cancelled 
as part of a new coronavirus 

lockdown expected 
to last well into 

February.
Once again, 

most of 
you will be 
learning at 

home with only 
a small number 

of pupils at school, 
such as the children of key workers.

Scotland has also put out a stay 
at home order and joined Wales in 
closing classrooms for most pupils. 
Schoolchildren in Northern Ireland 
will also be learning at home.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
said all the new rules in England 
would last unti l at least the middle 
of February, as a more infecti ous 
variant of the virus spreads across 
the UK. But the PM did add that “we 
are getti  ng closer to the end”, with 
two diff erent vaccines now being 
given out across the country. He said 
that, once enough people have been 
vaccinated, we will be able to relax 
the restricti ons and start to live our 
lives more normally.

HERE
WE GO 
AGAIN!

Turn to p5 to fi nd out what 
lockdown means for you

TRAINS powered by human poo and food waste could be 
coming to a platf orm near you soon…
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HORSE VS WI-FI 
WI-FI in rural Germany 
is so slow, it’s quicker 
to send files via horse!

Klaus-Peter Kappest, a photographer from 
Oberkirchen in Germany, was sick of his slow 
internet. Getting just 1.5 megabits per second, 
around ten times lower than the lowest speeds in 
Berlin, Klaus-Peter suggested it might be faster to 
send files via horse to his editor.

While it was initially a joke, Klaus-Peter and his 
editor decided to put it to the test. They hired local 
horserider Jakob Schütte and his horse, Favo, to 
take a DVD containing 800 photos on a 10km ride 
to his printer’s office in Schmallenberg. 

Klaus-Peter began uploading the images 20 
minutes before Jakob and the horse set out. The 
horse took 104 minutes to deliver the DVD, while 
the upload took more than five hours!

The stunt worked, and Klaus-Peter’s broadband 
provider has said it will provide fibre-optic 
broadband in the village, after being embarrassed 
by the story.

SWIMMING RECORD
A DANISH swimmer has broken a world record by 
swimming 202 metres (662 feet) underwater with a 
single breath. 

Stig Severinsen said he wants to inspire children and raise 
awareness of protecting oceans and undersea life.

120-YEAR-OLD CHOCOLATE!
A 120-year-old box of chocolates has been found by 
staff at the National Library of Australia.

The chocolate belonged to a poet and journalist called AB 
‘Banjo’ Paterson, and was found among his papers.

The tin chocolate box was one sent to soldiers in South 
Africa during the Boer War around 1900.  
It was a gift to the troops ordered by the UK’s Queen Victoria.

Jennifer Todd, from the library, said: “There was quite  
an interesting smell when they were unwrapped.” We bet 
there was!

What do you think 120-year-old chocolate tastes like?

-
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Read the stories from pages 2, 5 and 11 of First News and then try the puzzle.  
The answers to the clues are all words in the story. Answer the clue and then underline the word in the story.
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